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W. Eugene Smith (1918-1978), a compassionate and intense photojournalist, was tremendously prolific from the
Second World War through the midpoint of the 20th century. He produced a series of essays for Life magazine
which made an impact on American culture then and have continued to be poignant testaments from this period of
rich cultural transition. The power of the photographs and the success of his essays were a result of Smith’s
intimate involvement with his subjects.

This exhibition will draw on the Center for Creative Photography’s W. Eugene Smith archive to illustrate some of
these groundbreaking essays, including coverage of the WWII Pacific theater and post-war stories such as “Country
Doctor” of 1948, and “Spanish Village” and “Nurse Midwife” of 1951. In addition to fine prints, copies of vintage Life
magazines will be on view, along with Smith’s own contact sheets, hand-written notes, correspondence and other
personal documents.

Download Brochure

See W. Eugene Smith's photo essays in their original context and enjoy zooming in to read the accompany articles.

"Spanish Village" Life Magazine, April 9, 1951

"Country Doctor" Life Magazine, September 9, 1948

"A Man of Mercy" Life Magazine, November 15, 1954

"Nurse Midwife" Life Magazine, December 3, 1951

"The Battlefield of Iwo" Life Magazine, April 9, 1945

Left: W. Eugene Smith, Dr. Ernest Ceriani Following the Loss of a Mother and Child During Childbirth, 1948. Center
for Creative Photography, University of Arizona: W. Eugene Smith Archive. © 1981 The Heirs of W. Eugene Smith.
Right: W. Eugene Smith, Dr. Ceriani Going from House to Hospital, 1948. Center for Creative Photography,
University of Arizona: W. Eugene Smith Archive. © 1981 The Heirs of W. Eugene Smith.
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https://web.archive.org/web/20171007015304/http://www.phxart.org/documents/exhibitions/WEugeneSmith_FINALrev_000.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20171007015304/http://books.google.com/books?id=4E4EAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA120&dq=life+magazine+spanish+village&hl=en&sa=X&ei=15pzT_emB8mu2AXn8ejkDg&ved=0CDkQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://web.archive.org/web/20171007015304/http://books.google.com/books?id=_kgEAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA115&dq=life+magazine+country+doctor&hl=en&sa=X&ei=jZtzT8zMFOGA2gXh7eHaDg&ved=0CD0Q6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://web.archive.org/web/20171007015304/http://books.google.com/books?id=YFIEAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA161&dq=life+magazine+man+of+mercy&hl=en&sa=X&ei=hFd_T_7VI8SniAKpneCJAw&ved=0CDYQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=life%20magazine%20man%20of%20mercy&f=false
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